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Authors’ introduction

Environmental sociology is premised on the inseparability of humans and nature and involves an
analytical focus on the place of power and social inequality in shaping human/nonhuman inter-
actions. Our review of the field, however, suggests that theorizing surrounding issues of gender
remain largely absent in the mainstream. The gender-environment nexus has been theorized for
decades, i.e. ecofeminism, but environmental sociologists have been seemingly reluctant to shed
light on the gendered aspects of human-environment relations. The goal of our review is to
highlight those works that do demonstrate critical gender theorizing within the field in order
to encourage scholars to take seriously the place of power in gender-environment relations. This
Teaching & Learning Guide serves as a tool to encourage discussion surrounding the current
state of gender in environmental sociology and directions for future work.

Authors recommend

Banarjee, D. and M.M. Bell. 2007. Ecogender: Locating Gender in Environmental Social
Science. Society and Natural Resources 20 (1): 3–19.

Damayanti Banarjee and Michael Mayerfeld Bell, in their 2007 review of the state of gender
in environmental social science, conclude that gender remains understudied within the
mainstream. They argue that gender is largely ignored due to the field’s “frosty reception”
(p. 4) of ecofeminism, a decades-old strand of theorizing that understands the degradation of
the environment and the oppression of women as interconnected. The authors present a tidy
overview of the various strands of ecofeminist theorizing (historical, spiritual, and social-
scientific), critiquing the tendency of some ecofeminist perspectives to essentialize and roman-
ticize the idea of a woman-nature nexus. The authors’ goal is to establish a theoretical
framework, what they term “ecogender studies,” that would combine critical insights from
both social-scientific ecofeminism and feminist political ecology – a field which understands
environmental knowledge as situated in gendered social, political, and economic contexts
(p. 12) – to conceptualize “the dialogic character of the relationality of gender, society, and
environment” (p. 14). The authors present an important critique and discussion of the place of
gender in environmental social science and offer a “step forward” that would, importantly,
break the silence in the mainstream on gender and the environment.

Bryson, L., K.McPhillips, and K. Robinson. 2001. Turning Public Issues into Private Troubles:
Lead Contamination, Domestic Labor, and the Exploitation of Women’s Unpaid Labor in
Australia. Gender and Society 15 (5): 754–772.
© 2015 John Wiley & Sons Ltd.
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Bryson et al. (2001) discuss the ways in which privatized solutions to public environmental
problems in an Australian mining town ended up disproportionately burdening women with en-
vironmental care work. This work helps situate environmental gender inequality in a neoliberal
state context whereby a privatized solution (household cleaning regimes) to a public issue
(environmental pollution) works to reproduce already-existing gender inequality in the domestic
sphere surrounding unpaid caring labor. This work is an exemplar of critical gender theorizing
within environmental sociology as it highlights theways inwhich gendered social structures inf lu-
ence environmental behavior inequitably.

Cairns, K., J. Johnston, and N. MacKendrick. 2013. Feeding the ‘Organic Child’: Mothering
through Ethical Consumption. Journal of Consumer Culture 13 (2): 97–118.

This article serves as an additional example of critical gender theorizing whereby a neoliberal
individualization of social and environmental responsibility (taking care of children as well as
the planet) is understood as gendered. It questions ethical food consumption – a seemingly
gender-neutral phenomenon – to understand how it may work to reproduce existing gender
inequalities. Focus groups and interviews with mothers in Toronto, Canada elucidate the ways
in which gendered notions of care-work and ideals of motherhood place the responsibility for
ethical consumption on women’s shoulders.

MacGregor, S. 2010. A Stranger Silence Still: The Need for Feminist Social Research on
Climate Change. The Sociological Review 57: 124–140.

In this article, MacGregor (2010) addresses the absence of feminist concern in climate change
discourse. She makes the case that women – due to the feminization of poverty, their stereotyp-
ical roles as caregivers, and low political and economic status – are disproportionately affected by
the impacts of climate change as well as its proposed solutions (such as the greening of
the household) and are less likely to have a voice in climate change concerns and decision-
making. She argues that the mainstream gender-neutral discourse overlooks the place of power
in the causes as well as the solutions to climate change, thus reproducing social injustices.
MacGregor asks, “When will we have a sociology of climate change?” (p. 137). This article
serves as an important reminder of the interconnections between social and climate justice as
well as the necessity of feminism in environmental discourse.

McCright, A. and C. Xiao. 2014. Gender and Environmental Concern: Insights from Recent
Work and for Future Research. Society & Natural Resources 27: 1109–1113.

McCright and Xiao (2014) provide a brief overview of the (mainstream) environmental socio-
logical literature on gender and environmental concern. They cite evidence that gender differ-
ences in environmental concern (with women tending to be more concerned than men) are
well-supported in the literature. This review highlights the hypotheses most widely tested to ex-
plain the gender gap in concern. The explanations earning the most support in the literature are
typified as “gender socialization” hypotheses, which include the safety concerns, gendered risk
perception, and value orientations hypotheses. The authors offer suggestions for future work that
would further clarify the gender-concern relationship. This article serves as an exemplar of the state
of gender-environment theorizing within mainstream environmental sociology as evidenced by
the absence of any reference to patriarchal and gender inequitable social structures or efforts to ac-
count for the impact of the gender socialization-environment relationship on women’s status.

Norgaard, K. and R. York. 2005. Gender Equality and State Environmentalism. Gender &
Society 19: 506–522.
© 2015 John Wiley & Sons Ltd. Sociology Compass 9/11 (2015), 1000–1004, 10.1111/soc4.12308
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Norgaard and York (2005) use data from a cross-national dataset to explore the connection
between percentage of women in parliament and ratification of environmental treaties. The au-
thors find that when women comprise a higher proportion of elected representatives, more en-
vironmental treaties are ratified than when women are poorly represented in government. The
article provides empirical support for arguments made by ecofeminists that gender equality is
good for the environment.

Online materials

NY Times: “For ‘Eco-Moms,’ Saving Earth Begins at Home”
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© 2015
tp://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/16/us/16ecomoms.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
This New York Times article published in 2008 on the phenomenon of the “Eco-Mom”
highlights the gendered nature of “going green.” It serves as an example of the discursive con-
struction of the figure of the “Eco-Mom” and encourages a critical analysis of the place of
power in seemingly gender-neutral phenomena such as ethical consumption.
chamama Alliance: “Climate Change: What’s Gender Got to Do With It?”
tps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0e3t5etctCQ
A short video that cites empirical evidence that gender justice is connected to climate gover-
nance. The video cites research conducted by Kari Norgaard and Richard York, “Gender
Equality and State Environmentalism.” This article makes a good complement to the video.
een Grants: “Women and Climate”
tps://www.greengrants.org/2014/07/21/women-climate-articles-resources/
This website has links to eight short pieces about the connection between women and cli-
mate. These short articles can be used to stimulate a classroom discussion on evidence that ad-
dressing climate change without addressing gender inequality will ultimately have negative
consequences for both women and the environment.
east Cancer Consortium: “Breast Cancer Action Featured on The Daily Show, Explaining
nkwashing and those Pink Fracking Drill Bits”
tp://breastcancerconsortium.net/pink-fracking-drill-bits-on-the-daily-show/
This short video takes aim at one fracking company’s use of pink drill bits to promote aware-
ness of breast cancer. This video clip from The Daily Show can be shown alongside Bryson,
McPhillips, and Robinson’s (2001) paper “Turning Public Issues into Private Troubles.” The
clip draws attention to the fracking industry’s use of chemicals proven to be linked to breast can-
cer and can promote class discussion on how gender and the environment are discursively con-
nected in this case.
oparent: Magazine
tp://www.ecoparent.ca/
Ecoparent magazine, published out of Canada, includes columns on activities, toys, food, and
teaching geared toward families whowant to bring the environment into their parenting.While
pushing the norm insofar as the environment is concerned (with nature-based crafts, hosting en-
vironmentally friendly dinner parties, and cleaning the home with homemade products), the
magazine seems to accept traditional gender roles. In the classroom, ask students to select an ar-
ticle and try to discern who the intended audience is. Examine authorship to explore themes
related to gender and the environment, paying attention to self-titled authors like “the Dinner
Party Goddess” and “Green Mama.”
John Wiley & Sons Ltd. Sociology Compass 9/11 (2015), 1000–1004, 10.1111/soc4.12308
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Sample syllabus
Approaches to gender and the environment

Week 1. Ecofeminism

• Plumwood, V. 1993. ‘Feminism and Ecofeminism,’ Pp. 19–40 in Feminism and the
Mastery of Nature. New York, NY: Routledge.

•Mellor, M. 1997. Feminism & Ecology. Washington Square, NY: NYU Press.
•Gaard, G. 2011. Ecofeminism Revisited: Rejecting Essentialism and Re-Placing
Species in a Material Feminist Environmentalism. Feminist Formations 23(2): 26–53.

Week 2.Feminist Political Ecology
• Rocheleau, D., B. Thomas-Slayter, and E. Wangari. 1996. ‘Gender and Environ-
ment: A Feminist Political Ecology Perspective.’ Pp. 3–23 in Feminist Political Ecology:
Global Issues and Local Experiences Rocheleau, edited by D.B. Thomas-Slayter and E.
Wangari. New York, NY: Routledge.

• Schroeder, R.A. 1999. Shady Practices: Agroforestry and Gender Politics in the Gambia.
Berkeley, CA: UC Press.

Week 3.Environmental Justice
• Stein, R. 2004.New Perspectives on Environmental Justice: Gender, Sexuality, and Activism.
New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press.

Week 4.Environmental Sociology, mainstream
• Dietz, T., L. Kalof and P.C. Stern. 2002. Gender, Values, and Environmentalism.
Social Science Quarterly 83(1): 353–364.

• Hunter, L.M., A. Hatch, and A. Johnson. 2004. Cross-National Gender Variation in
Environmental Behaviors. Social Science Quarterly 85(3): 677–694.

Week 5.Environmental Sociology, emergent
• Bryson, L., K. McPhillips, and K. Robinson. 2001. Turning Public Issues into Private
Troubles: Lead Contamination, Domestic Labor, and the Exploitation of Women’s
Unpaid Labor in Australia. Gender & Society 15(5): 754–772.

• Cairns, K., J. Johnston, and N. MacKendrick. 2013. Feeding the ‘Organic Child’:
Mothering through Ethical Consumption. Journal of Consumer Culture 13(2): 97–118.

• Kennedy, E.H. and L. Dzialo. 2015. Locating Gender in Environmental Sociology.
Sociology Compass.

Seminar idea

Exercise: Unpacking the individualization of environmental responsibility, gender roles,
and privilege

Step 1.Ask students to name as many things they can think of that they can do to protect the
environment. Stress that they don’t have to be actually doing these things, but that
© 2015 John Wiley & Sons Ltd. Sociology Compass 9/11 (2015), 1000–1004, 10.1111/soc4.12308
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they should be able to imagine themselves doing them.Write these down on part of
the board. (3–5 minutes)

Step 2. Describe the type of person you picture doing these particular items (I usually high-
light the blatantly “domestic” ones: buying green, hanging laundry, gardening,
cookingmeals from scratch). Prompts: Are theymale? Female?What socioeconomic
class? Race? Do they live in an urban or a rural area? Stress that the term “environ-
mental” comes with a culturally embedded set of baggage that excludes some and
includes others. (5minutes)

Step 3. Drill into the gender question using Sherilyn MacGregor’s (2010) article: If we think
that household Pro-Environmental Behavior (PEB) is an important part of the strug-
gle for sustainability, then we must continue to argue that, where the state does not
provide desirable substitutes for necessary labor in the private sphere, this labour must
be shared equally (MacGregor 2010). (10minutes)

Note

* Correspondence address: Liz Dzialo, Department of Sociology, Wilson-Short 253, Washington State University, Pullman, WA
99164–4020, USA. E-mail: liz.dzialo@gmail.com
© 2015 John Wiley & Sons Ltd. Sociology Compass 9/11 (2015), 1000–1004, 10.1111/soc4.12308


